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Division 43:  Heritage Council of Western Australia, $3 432 000 - 

Mr A.D. McRae, Chairman.   

Dr J.M. Edwards, Minister for the Environment and Heritage.   

Mr I.H. Baxter, Director.   

Mr E.A. Munro, Manager.   

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  The first question I want to ask is the same question that I have asked at the last two 
Estimates Committees.  When will the heritage Bill be introduced into Parliament?  I was assured that we would 
see it last year.   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Since last year’s budget, we have formed a heritage working party to deal with the issue of 
municipal inventories.  The member will remember the controversy that followed after local governments moved 
through their municipal inventories, particularly in Subiaco.  The working party, which comprises 
representatives from local governments, the Heritage Council, the Real Estate Institute of WA and the 
Department for Planning and Infrastructure, worked through the issue and it has provided a report that has been 
circulated to local governments for further comment.  We are now awaiting responses.  In the interim, we are 
moving to alter the municipal inventory provisions of the Bill.  In line with the recommendations of the report, 
we are looking to adopt a system of common standards for municipal inventories.  We have determined that the 
purpose of the local heritage surveys will be spelt out in the Bill.  We are also working more closely with 
planning, particularly with the model scheme text, to better clarify some of the planning issues through planning 
instruments, rather than through the heritage Bill.  The work is continuing, but the issue depends on how quickly 
that work is progressed.  We are still working on the Bill and intend to introduce it in Parliament.   

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  I could make the comment that that might have been obviated if the Bill had been 
introduced last year.   

I refer the minister to the one precinct assessment under the output performance measures listed on page 662 of 
the Budget Statements.  Which precinct is planned to be assessed by the Heritage Council?  On what basis was 
that precinct selected for assessment?   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I seek clarification from the member.  Is he aware that I recently put the Broome 
Chinatown precinct on the register?   

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  Yes.   

Mr BAXTER:  Is the member referring to 2003-04?   

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  Yes.   

Mr BAXTER:  There are a couple of precincts; Ord Street and Fothergill Street in Fremantle.  There is also the 
Boulder precinct, and we are considering a precinct in Perth.  The availability of resources will determine how 
many can be assessed.   

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  On what basis was the precinct selected as a priority?   

Mr BAXTER:  The priority of the Fremantle precincts goes back a number of years to when they were first 
referred to the Heritage Council.  One of them was referred in 1999, but we had to wait for the resources to 
become available before it could be assessed.  We have been in negotiation with the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
about the Boulder precinct.  The City of Perth precinct is the areas around Wellington and Murray Streets. 

[4.50 pm] 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  It is commonsense, but listing a precinct is clearly more difficult because we are dealing 
with quite a number of landowners.  In my office we have been dealing with the recommendation for precinct 
listings for Ord and Fothergill Streets, but we have run into difficulties because some people in the precinct 
object.  We want to hear their objections, in order to be assured that they have all been considered.  One problem 
we have run into is tracking down some of the property owners.  We have to follow certain steps to ensure that a 
good attempt has been made to contact the property owners before their properties are included in a precinct.  
Heritage Council staff have had to travel to Broome on a number of occasions to undertake consultation.  It has 
been contentious and some of the property owners have objected to it.  I thought Broome would have been more 
straightforward.  We do pay pretty good attention to the rights and feelings of the owners, but equally we are 
pretty keen to move forward.  It is more expensive dealing with the precinct because we are dealing with a 
greater number of people.  When dealing with some of these regional issues, we have had to fly staff in and they 
have had public meetings and meetings with the local government, the owners and interested groups. 
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Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  I will stay with that line item.  How many places does the minister currently have on her 
desk for assessment and could she perhaps list them for me?  I would like the date as well.  I am not expecting an 
answer here and now. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  Not a whole lot get held up on my desk.  The ones that come to me are from people 
objecting.  We make contact with them, tease out the nature of their objections, try to facilitate face-to-face 
meetings between them and the Heritage Council.  For example, we currently have two proposals dealing with 
two CWA buildings.  The women who run the Country Women’s Association in these two country towns are 
very worried about the agreements with the Department of Land Administration and the potential responsibilities 
that will fall back on them if these properties are heritage listed.  They will be heritage listed, they justify being 
listed, but we want to bring people forward with us.  There will be some delays, but they will not be caused by 
any pigheadedness or opposition to heritage listing; they are caused by trying to give people natural justice and 
engage them in discussion.  I have also had discussion with the Heritage Council and practices are changing; 
people are more welcome when the development committee is considering an assessment.  We are particularly 
trying to engage at an early stage people who have some opposition.  Quite a number of places were gazetted 
today.  Places are gazetted depending on when the Government Gazette comes out.  If the member tells me what 
he wants, we can provide a list. 

Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  I will put the question on notice.  At page 660, under significant issues and trends, the 
second dot point refers to reductions in new grant incentives.  Can the minister explain the fairly massive cut in 
the incentives for the next two years, and how this cut of $955 000 will impact on the work of the Heritage 
Council? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The member will remember from last year that we have taken money out of the grants 
program and put it into a new program in the Heritage Council to do accelerated assessments and address the 
backlog.  We have been working on that in the past year.  There have been some delays in doing that because of 
difficulties in attracting staff.  We have had to issue new contracts to get this work done.  That will continue this 
financial year and, as part of undertaking that assessment, we have an agreement from the Government and the 
Lotteries Commission that they will increase the amount of money available through their grants programs so we 
can ensure a reasonable pool of money is available for people accessing heritage grants.  My own priority is to 
address the backlog and try to pick out of the backlog those places that may be looking for some sort of 
development so that we are not having to rush a heritage issue because a development issue has arisen.   
Mr J.P.D. EDWARDS:  I refer to the bottom line on page 667, under details of controlled grants and subsidies, 
where an amount of $35 000 is included for the next four years.  I recall that that local government heritage loan 
scheme was on a matching dollar-for-dollar basis. 
Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  We are hoping that this scheme will be launched shortly, in July this year.  We have set 
aside $35 000 a year into the future.  Money that has been allocated in the past will be carried forward.  When all 
the money that has been allocated comes in and is matched with local government moneys, we hope we will 
have a reasonable pool for the heritage loan scheme to start.  At present, approximately 16 local government 
authorities are willing to contribute to the scheme, but once they see this as a valuable and viable scheme, more 
will take part in it.  The member may have been involved in negotiating this scheme, but it is a partnership 
arrangement between the Western Australian Local Government Association and Statewest Power Pty Ltd.  We 
think it is a really good scheme and want to put some money into it. 
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  The new heritage legislation is referred to in the first dot point on page 660.  The 
minister mentioned that she is waiting to receive a response from councils.  In opposition, the minister was very 
critical of the Court Government’s management of heritage, in particular the role of the Heritage Council in 
assessment of developments, and part of her election platform was to divide those two roles.  Will that form part 
of the new heritage Bill?  What is happening in relation to the lowlands at Heathcote and will they go on the 
register soon? 
Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  One of the first things we did when we got into government was separate the planning 
minister from heritage; heritage was placed under the environment portfolio, which fulfilled the election 
commitment to which the member referred.  I will ask Mr Baxter to comment on the lowlands area.  
Mr BAXTER:  The Heathcote lowlands are on the register.  The member may be referring to the fact that the 
Heritage Council does seek further documentation for the lowlands area before development of any description 
is considered.  We have yet to receive anything on that, although I am not aware of any imminent development 
issues associated with that site.   
Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  In relation to the new heritage legislation, will there be a division within the Heritage 
Council so that the people who look at assessments and people who approve developments will be in separate 
areas?  The assessment committee can assess whether any new development meets the assessment criteria for 
being put on the heritage register as part of the redevelopment process.   
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The CHAIRMAN:  It is now five o’clock.  The member can put that question on notice. 
The appropriation was recommended. 
[5.00 pm] 
 


